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In the time it has taken me to give
this speech, we have spent another
roughly $1 million in Iraq. $1 million
for every 5 minutes we spend in Iraq,
for a war that has made us less safe and
has weakened our military.

It is time to change our course in
Iraq and refocus on the threats in Af-
ghanistan, where the 9/11 attacks were
planned and the al Qaeda and the
Taliban continue to plot. It is time we
end our mistaken war in Iraq.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

DISCUSSING THE WAR IN TRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is recognized for
half the time until midnight as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, as the
hour grows late here this evening, I
and some of my fellow freshmen col-
leagues have gathered here on the floor
to talk about the issue that is over-
arching everything we do in this coun-
try today, the war in Iraq.

When we were elected in November,
many of us came here on a mandate for
change, a mandate for a change of di-
rection in the way the country was
heading and a mandate for change in
direction in Iraq. So, tonight we are
here to talk about the important
events of this day, the action that this
House took to pass a very important
bill, the Responsible Redeployment
From Iraq Act, and also to talk about
the report that was recently released
from the White House on Iraq and the
benchmarks that, sadly, are not being
met.

With that, I would like to actually
turn this discussion over to some of my
fellow colleagues. We will begin with a
statement and some commentary from
the gentleman from New Hampshire,
the distinguished gentleman from New
Hampshire, Mr. PAUL HODES.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague.
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I am happy to be here tonight with
my colleagues to speak about the issue
that predominates in the minds of the
people of this country, certainly in the
minds of my constituents.

We are in a disastrous and unneces-
sary war in Iraq. I have received lit-
erally thousands of letters, phone calls
and e-mails from the constituents of
the Second District of New Hampshire,
the people I represent, the people who
sent me to Congress, telling me one
thing loud and clear: They want us out
of this miserable war. They want our
troops out of the impossible trap of
being caught in multiple sectarian con-
flicts.

I have only been in office for 6
months, yet I have received thousands
and thousands of communications from
the people I represent. It is past time
to change course.

Now, when we do change course, and
it is inevitable that we will change
course, we must do it responsibly and
with a view towards ensuring that our
core values and our vital national secu-
rity interests are protected. We are not
talking about precipitous withdrawals.
Today, when we passed the Responsible
Redeployment From Iraq Act, we made
sure that we set a stage for a respon-
sible course for redeployment of our
troops, not a precipitous withdrawal.

Day after day, poll after poll, letter
after letter, plea after plea, the Amer-
ican people, and certainly the people of
New Hampshire, are demanding we
bring this war to a responsible end. As
we sit here today, we unfortunately are
witness to a stunning lack of leader-
ship, a failure of leadership, a failure
to face the reality from the Bush ad-
ministration.

The President’s sad and sorry state-
ment today was counterpoint to the
mistakes that have been made in the
past. In the absence of leadership from
the White House, Congress has the duty
to pick up the ball. We have the duty
to exercise the moral leadership, the
courage and the boldness that the
American people know will be nec-
essary to forge a responsible and com-
prehensive strategy to protect our se-
curity interests and lead this country
back to a place where our military is
strong, where our troops are fighting
the right fight against al Qaeda, and
where the American people’s trust is
restored in their leadership.

So I am glad to be here tonight, and
I yield back to you, Ms. SUTTON.

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished gentleman for his el-
oquent words about this very, very
tragic subject.

At this point I yield to the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire for her
comments.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, it
has been 4 years and we are now in our
fifth year of war, and once again the
Nation stops to assess where are we?
And probably the best indicator of
where we are was the front page of the
Washington Post today.
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The first article, ‘““CIA Said Insta-
bility Seemed Irreversible.” That is
the instability in Iraq.

Second article, ‘““White House Gives
Iraq Mixed Marks in Report.”” Unfortu-
nately, Iraq did not meet any of the
benchmarks set by the Bush adminis-
tration and the Congress.

Third article, “U.S. Warns of Strong-
er al Qaeda.” What we are talking
about there is the resurgence of al
Qaeda in Pakistan and in Afghanistan
where it is no longer safe for girls to go
to school once again, and where the
drug crop is stronger than ever and
where we have made no gains at all.
Why haven’t we made any gains after 4
years? Because we have been dragged
into Iraq, into a war without end, by a
President who did not understand the
region, who is indifferent to the prob-
lems, the cultural differences and the
problems they are experiencing, and
who has not listened to the world. He
has not listened to America, and has
not listened to his generals and advi-
sors on this.

Now they are asking us for more
time. As a member of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, there is nothing that
upsets me more than hearing somebody
stand and ask for more time after 4
long years; more time for the surge, I
heard today, that the surge hasn’t had
time to work. My question to the gen-
tleman was: Which surge are we talk-
ing about? I lose track because we have
had so many surges. Which surge are
we talking about?

Then they say that the President
needs more time. Then I hear General
Petraeus needs more time. Always we
need more time.

How about this. We have a democ-
racy, a young democracy, the Presi-
dent says, in Iraq, and more than half
of the people in that parliament signed
a petition asking the United States to
leave. Now we said we would leave if
another nation like Iraq asked us to
leave. And yet we hear absolute silence
from the President. He will not leave
despite of the fact that the government
he had elected there has asked us to
leave.

It costs us $10 billion a month. When
I speak to my constituents, they are
all asking, why don’t we have money
have money for this? We need money
for health care. We have a problem
with infrastructure. And we just don’t
have the money for this; this program
is being cut back. And my answer over
and over is what everybody else is hav-
ing to tell the good people in this coun-
try who need our resources, this is
what we have to tell them, you can’t
have two wars, tax cuts for the top 1
percent, the greatest deficits in his-
tory, and still provide for the American
people.

We have a decision to make. We have
an opportunity finally to provide a re-
sponsible road map out of Iraq; and yet
we have a President and an administra-
tion that is indifferent to this road
map.
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